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Why Ethics? 
ÅProfessional practice of engineering is predicated 

on the ethical behavior of the members of that 
profession. 
ïASCE, NSPE Code of Ethics 

ÅEngineers have great power to make things of 
great value, but usually also at great cost   
ïNeed to educate future engineers and instill 

knowledge of professional ethical codes 

ïMust also challenge them to consider responsibilities 
outside of what is dictated by law and employer 



Definitions 

ÅEthics - the set of rules and principles of 
conduct recognized as belonging to a 
particular group of individuals, or, in this case, 
a profession 

 

ÅNot the as morals, which can be said to 
characterize correct behavior having a 
religious basis 



Why Teach Ethics? 

ÅImportance of ethics education and training 
underscored by ABET ς the American 
Accreditation Board for Engineering and 
Technology  

Čprograms must demonstrate that they instill in 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎ άŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 
and ethical responsibilityΦέ 



Today 
ÅDiscuss some methods we use at the Missouri University of 

Science and Technology to engage students and educate 
them on proper ethical behavior.  

ïCivil, Architectural, and Environmental Engineering Department 

ïDepartment of Arts, Languages, and Philosophy (ALP) 

ÅAlso show that thinking of engineering ethics just as a 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ǊǳƭŜǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ άƎƻƻŘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜέ ƛǎ 
too limiting 

ïEngineers have responsibility to wrestle with purpose of profession 

ÅDiscuss how our current approaches to ethics education 
can be expanded 



Ethics Education in the Civil, Architectural, and 
Environmental Engineering Department 

ÅTwo modules in the sophomore-level course 
Engineering Communication  
ïAcademic Ethics 
ÅDiscussions center on academic dishonesty 

ÅStudents are presented with several scenarios, and with 
each scenario a sequence of questions that attempt to 
challenge what many of them see as acceptable behavior  

ÅDiscussion concludes with some comments on how to avoid 
ǇƭŀƎƛŀǊƛǎƳΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ άŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜέΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƳƻƴƛǘƛƻƴ 
to stay clear of paraphrasing if at all possible 
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Ethics Education in the Civil, Architectural, and 
Environmental Engineering Department 

ÅTwo modules in the sophomore-level course 
Engineering Communication  
ïProfessional Ethics 
ÅBegins with ŀ άŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǇέ discussion 
ïWhat is engineering? What is a profession? What is a 

professional? What is an engineering professional? 

ÅAn engineering professional admits to adhering to a 
code of ethics applicable to the practice of engineering 

ÅA discussion of the two codes of ethics appropriate for 
students in the department conclude the module 



Ethics Education in the Civil, Architectural, and 
Environmental Engineering Department 


